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A. Answer any eight questions (Essay Type). Answer in about 350-500 words each.
(10 x 8 = 80)

1. Discuss the historical evolution of Pramana theory in Indian philosophy and explain
how different schools such as Nyaya, Vedanta, Mimamsa and Buddhism contributed to
its development.

2. Define Pramana and explain its importance in Indian epistemology. Discuss the
concepts of valid knowledge (prama) and invalid knowledge (aprama) with suitable
examples.

3. Explain the importance of Pramana in acquiring true knowledge. Discuss any two
types of Pramanas with suitable examples.

4. Analyse the Indian model of knowledge acquisition through pramata, prameya,
pramana and prama. Explain their interrelationship in the cognitive process.

5. Explain pratyaksa (perception) as a means of valid knowledge. Discuss its types,
process, conditions of valid perception and limitations.

6. Describe anumana (inference) in detail. Explain Nyaya’s paficavayava syllogism and
discuss the different types of inference with examples.

7. What is upamana (comparison/analogy)? Explain its role in acquiring knowledge and
critically evaluate its usefulness and limitations.



8. Explain $abda-pramana in Indian philosophy. Distinguish between apta-vakya and
sastra-vakya and discuss the importance of testimony as a source of knowledge.

9. Discuss arthapatti and anupalabdhi as independent pramanas. Explain their
significance in Mimamsa and Vedanta philosophy with examples.

10. Explain the practical applications of different pramanas in science, law, medicine and
daily life. Discuss the importance of vimarsa (critical reflection) in contemporary
knowledge systems.

B. Write short notes on any four. Answer in about 150-200 words each.
(5 x4=20)

1. Define Prama and Aprama with suitable examples.
2. External and Internal Perception

3. Nirvikalpa and Savikalpa Pratyaksa

4. Types of Anumana in Nyaya Philosophy

5. Four kinds of Anupalabdhi with examples

6. Comparative study of Indian and Western Epistemology



