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A. Answer any eight questions (essay type). Answer in about 350-500 words each.
(10 X 8 =280)

1. Compare the understanding of dharma in Vaisnava, Saiva, Bauddha and Sikh
traditions. Explain how each tradition defines the ultimate goal of life and how
dharma is shaped by devotion (bhakti), knowledge, compassion, or service in that
tradition.

Discuss Sruti, Smrti and Kalpa as the primary sources of dharma. How does each
contribute to the formation of moral and legal norms in the Hindu tradition?

Describe the ideas of svabhava-dharma, pravrtti-dharma and nivrtti-dharma.
How can a person balance pravrtti (engagement in the world) and nivrtti (withdrawal)
in contemporary life?

Analyse the distinction between abhyudaya and niSreyasa. How are worldly welfare
and ultimate liberation related to each other in the Hindu understanding of dharma and
karma?

Explain the concepts of acara, vyavahara and prayascitta in the Dharmasastra
tradition. How do these three help in maintaining order and also providing a path for
correction when dharma is violated?

Define and explain akarma and vikarma with reference to the doctrine of karma.
How does understanding these categories help to clarify what is truly the right action?

Discuss niskama-karma in detail. How is it connected with the idea that Brahman
or Sarvam is the real doer, with the inescapability of karma-phala, and with the
limitation of our adhikara over consequence?

Compare the principles of dharma in Vaidika, Jaina, Bauddha and Sikh traditions.
Identify important common values as well as major differences in emphasis.




Discuss the concept of Rajadharma in the Hindu tradition. Explain its theological
basis in dharma and rta, describe the essential duties and qualities of an ideal ruler
towards his subjects (such as protection, justice, welfare and maintenance of order),
and comment on the relevance of Rajadharma for modern forms of political
leadership.

. Discuss the evolving nature of dharma from ancient to modern times. How does

dharma remain rooted in eternal principles yet adapt to changing social contexts?

B. Write short notes on any four. Answer in about 150-200 words each.

L.

(5 X4=20)
Rajadharma — duties and qualities of an ideal ruler

Types of karma: kamya, nitya, naimittika, nisiddha, prayascitta and upasana

Varna-dharma and Asrama-dharma

The idea of adhikara over action and lack of absolute control over karma-phala
The evolving nature of dharma in modern social and global contexts

Pravrtti-dharma and Nivrtti-dharma — two complementary paths




